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From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Sometimes words just seem +o go together, like
Peanut Butter and OX. some of us
thought of chocolate, others immediately thongh+
of Jelly. They may vot roll off the tongue, taste
as sweet, or get stuck to the roof of your mouth as
often but each December followers of Jesus remem-
ber now the words Advent and Awnticipation fit to-
gether.

Awticipatiow, or being enthusiastic, is an emotion
involving pleasure, excitement, and sometimes anxie-
ty in considering some expected or longed-for aood
event. Advent. Advent is not decorating, shop-
ping, wrapping, pictures, partying, stressing or the
receiving of gifts. Advent IS Anticipation; waiting,
expecting, observing, praving, oping, preparing for
the arvival of Christ - first as the Child and Savier
and then as the returning King,

We have all experienced moments of Anticipation: A
child going away to college, a move, or a trip, or a
wedding, a new baby on the way, waiting for a diag-
nosis or lab results from a doctor, throwing a party,
waiting for a visitor o come, or frantically cleaving
and cooking for family coming to visit.  There are
stories to be relived in each of these moments.
They are stories that make our hearts sing.

Tu the Season of Advewt (roughly the four weeks
rather thav “the vight’ before Christimas); we re-
live the awticipation of the birth of Jesus.  Often
someovie reads and we hear again the words of +he
OT prophet Isaiah, "For unto us a Child is borw,
mwito us a Son is given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wow-
derful, Comvselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Privce of Peace. " (Isaiah A:6-7)

And we hear again the words from the Gospel of
Luke "Now there were in the same country shep-
herds living out i the fields, keeping watch over

their flock by vight. And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood before them, avd the glory of the Lord
shove around them, and they were greatly afraid.
Then the angel said to thewm, Do vot be afraid, for
behold, T brivg vyou good tidings of great joy which
will be to all people....! And suddenly there was with
the angel a WULTITUDE of the heaveuly host
praising God avnd saying: 'Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace, ogoodwill toward
menl™ (Luke 2.%-14)

All the company of Heaven had been filled with
great anticipation as well. God was fulfilling God's
promise. Patiently, they too had waited... and pre-
pared.

With great avticipation, many children awaken on
Christmas Day to find out what gifts they've re-
ceived. And as followers of Jesus, that's ow we
should be... like children v anticipation! Just be-
caunse Jesus nas already come doesn'+t mean the an-
ticipation should stop. Remember Advent also looks
toward Jesus’ triumphant return at the end of
time.

Fred Rogers, (ves, 1hat MR Rogers) once said, T
like to compare +he holiday season with +he way a
child listens +o a favorite story. The pleasure is in
the familiar way the story begins, the anticipation
of familiar tarns i+ takes, +he familiar moments of
suspense, and +he familiar climax and end-

ing.” (Ered Roaers)

So, as we listen in the next few weeks to our
“favorite story’ may we all be child-like in our antici-
pation. This Advent season, and every day for that
matter, may we be as excited abont Jesus as the
angels were whew they anwounced the news +o the
shepherds v the field watching their sheep. Way
we continne o give thavks to God for God's vde-
seribable  and nexpressivle Giftl (2 Corinthians
a15)

Peace, Pastor Chip


https://www.inspirationalstories.com/quotes/i-like-to-compare-the-holiday-season-of-fred-rogers-quote/
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Administrative Boardi November 20, 2018
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Sigler, Lowell Warjthgnator tdq@tvielser vi ¢ e oinkinta PWsitToim aCé i p
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Prayer _ Sunday, December 3G, twhoa ky awt o nwibluldge
Secretary TRepoui hutjeeSad the 10: 30 ser wiema. Next meeting
from the October megetjdmuavey eg diz019.TruhsaidWarns hBiug H reir s
tributed to membersommietvt dle BWiolWin -c o n tMicDwe mtath meealt yowea rhy
ing moved to appr ogtehdn NidetSh ainfl 2019 .hePalgek Wil ltihampar
Mi sty Bolenbaugh seglonfliedler ed to ask SfeamirliitgaATtea gl iwg h th
Passed. ‘advent candles. from the Fremont Co
TreasmrReg&tteve Fichreirsti an EduicNattihcammhbaidm™ be installed
gave the6trepournemRiuppNbIRIng to repomdeting. CPR traini
ing the beginning Wiad fiMkAg eht INbEBENngered once it is in
expenditures and emgw htgo brad pdircte.. Ol d Busiibniecsks Sherri
Kevin Browning movigM WdEmierhhl HY ¢icmamermoti oned t hat we mo
report and Misty Bwdxddawigihl stte fil |l ad t hn RRe4 eeamtee ITi Gne t
conded Passed. There will be a basgkaeati omn ntime salrti ars a
Focus i n iTNWiarsitotrii YChsiulmday with cards ghaewisngvht keen ibteggma s
Tal ked about Rel eapee did dnef d o0 BH 4 re bexea®., BhankeyNew Ho
Education the | astf @r mpaitdisng Twietrtt t Icihaurgraj ect .
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If we live for the applause of our father in
heaven, who cherishes us, we will find
that his affirmation nourishes us, fills us
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and sustains us far longer than human

acclaim.

Ken Shigematsu



Rockford United Methodist Church

202 South Franklin Street

P. O. Box 305

Rockford, Ohio 458820305

Pastor Thurlow O0Chipé Steffy

Phone: 419363-3230

Fax: 419363-2827

Parsonage: 419363-3618

Email: pastor.chip.rumc@bright.net
Websitefi www.rumcoh.org

Like us on Facebook

8:30 am TRADITIONS Worship and Praise
Education Classes for all ages—9:30 am
10:30 am ENGAGE Worship and Praise

quefﬁer

on Christmas

Free Chri st mas
Rockford Communi

(at Shanes Par k)

December 25, 2
10: 30 am to 1




